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TRUSTEES: 
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SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY  
   FACILITATOR:    
   Domingo Bugg 
 

OFFICE STAFF: 
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   Carmelina Calabrese, D.R.E. 
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ORGANISTS: 
   Judy Ball 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
  Reconciliation ~  
       1st & 3rd Saturday  3:00 pm 
  Saturday Vigil    4:00 pm 
  Sunday     8:00 am & 10:30 am 
  *Tues to Thurs.     8:00 am   
 *Indicates Rectory Chapel 
RECTORY/OFFICE 
  (203) 879-4608 
  Mon.-Fri. 10am-2:30pm 
   

FAX  
  (203) 879-4609 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
  (203) 879-5242 
  Mon. 10-4; Tues. 1-6pm; Weds. 
  9-3; Thurs.-no hours; Fri. 9-2 

HALL/PAVILLION RENTAL 
  Mark Blasi (203) 518-2915 
 

WEBSITE 
  www.smgchurch.org 
ONLINE GIVING 
  www.giving.smgchurch.org 

ONLINE GIVING 

 

We are beginning to receive a 

greater number of parishioners 

that are signing up for Online 

Giving!  Thank you for the re-

sponse.  If you still have not 

signed up for Online Giving, 

we urge you to consider this 

option.  Please remember that 

you are still welcome to receive 

regular envelopes if you wish.  

Sign up for Online Giving by 

visiting our parish website at 

www.giving.smgchurch.org. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
FEBRUARY 22, 2012 

 

            8:00 A.M.      NO MASS 
              12:00 NOON      Service w/Ashes               
          4:00 P.M.     Service w/Ashes 
                     6:30 P.M.     Mass w/Ashes 
 

Pace e Bene                                                                            Blessed be God! 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

 In last Sunday’s second reading, St. Paul says that we should not try to offend anyone – even 

those who do not have the same faith with us.  That statement weighed heavily on me as I considered 

whether something should be said from the pulpit regarding the ‘health mandate’ promulgated by Ms 

Sebelius from HHS.  I finally felt that something needed to be said.  But I did not engage in the typical 

conservative vs liberal or republican vs democrat type of bickering that usually takes place.  It is gener-

ally agreed that the principles are the foundations for actions and the principles do determine the under-

standing we have concerning the nature of the human being.  Since we all attempt to live the best lives 

we can and since we believe that the Church has had and does have a very important contribution to 

make regarding the meaning and value of human life, I attempted to look at the issue not from a political 

point of view but specifically a point of view from the Catholic perspective. 

 The modern way of looking at the human body is specifically modern – it begins with the 17th 

century development of science as we know it today.  We did not always have the information we now 

have about the world.  It was the pioneering work of Galileo, Copernicus, and Descartes who initiated 

our understanding of the world.  In Descartes’ Meditation on First Philosophy, he compares the human 

body to a well cared for clock.  If the clock is well oiled and the springs cared for, the clock will last a 

long time.(#85,86)   This early consideration of the body as a ‘mechanical thing’ begins the modern ten-

dency to look away from the human being as a person and approaches the body merely as a machine.  

When we understand that the heart is a pump (we even know how to construct pumps), then it is a short 

distance to fabricating a mechanical heart.  In modern medicine, the human being is finely sliced into 

different processes and parts.  We go to the neurologist, the ophthalmologist, the hematologist, the pul-

monologist, the eye and ear and nose specialist, the dermatologist, all of which consider only a slice of 

the human body (person) but never the whole, the totality of who each of us is.  When we know how the 

bodily functions operate, it is very easy to arrive at the point where we know how conception works and 

how, then, to stop or prevent the conception or the birth of a child through abortifacients or abortion out-

right.  In this case, morality is merely the ability to do something irrespective of whether it is right or 

wrong.  It is merely a mechanical act, devoid of reflection about its morality or the consequences of the 

act. 

 The Catholic Church has a long history of dealing with the morality of actions.  This history 

goes back even before the origin of the Church because the Greeks (and others) had elegant ways of 

thinking about the human act.  In fact, the Church absorbed Greek moral thinking and baptized it into its 

own theology.  This combined approach to the human act looks at not only how the act ‘works’ but also 

its intended purpose.  Because we believe that God  created the world and us, then sexuality was 

‘created’ for a purpose, that purpose being the procreation of children, the continuation of the human 

race.  Thus, the primary purpose for the human sexual act was the procreation of children and the secon-

dary purpose was for personal and mutual satisfaction and the sense of fullness or completion for the 

family as a whole.   When we contrast this with the ‘modern’ and ‘mechanical’ point of view, the con-

versation is on two different paths.  The point to remember is that the Church does not consider the sex-

ual act merely as a biologically driven passion or without consequence for the human person.  The sex-

ual act is a very deep, integral part of the human being pointing the person towards the future of the hu-

man race because its primary responsibility is God’s will that we continue the human race.  This is a 

sacred role for the person.   It is not a play thing or child’s play. 

 Of course, the conversation will never get to this level.  Our society is not comfortable nor 

adept to speak coherently about God nor about the nature of the human act.  But for us, as Catholics, it is 

very important to have a clear understanding of these issues so that our decision making will be informed 

and correct. 
 

 God bless.  Fr. Bill. 



Our abilities and talents are gifts from God. The 
following stewards serve God out of love and gratitude 
for these gifts: 
 

  Lectors 
  4:00pm     Deb Valenti 
  8:00am     Kevin Spartas     
10:30am     Carol Blasi   
  

  Eucharistic Ministers 
  4:00pm     Carol Cmiel, Richard Irwin   
  8:00am     John Brade       
10:30am      Andrew & Regina Giordino   
 

Altar Servers 
  4:00pm                Taylor Pattek           
10:30am      Samuel Masotta, Shawn Basile  
     

                    

If you happen to be at one of our Masses without a server, please offer 
your assistance.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.   
 

7th  Sunday in Ordinary Time                             February 19, 2012

Saturday       February 18 
   4:00 p.m.      
Sunday          February 19 
  8:00 a.m.        
10:30 a.m.      In memory of  Felix òPhiló Kugler 
                      (35th Anniv.) (req. by Sheila Howe) 
 

Tuesday         February 21 
  8:00 a.m.      MASS IN CHAPEL 
 
Wednesday    February 22 ð ASH WEDNESDAY 
  8:00 a.m.      No Mass 
12:00 NOON   Service with Ashes 
  4:00 p.m.      Service with Ashes 
  6:30 p.m.      Mass with Ashes 
 
Thursday      February 23 
  8:00 a.m.     MASS IN CHAPEL 
    

Saturday       February 25 
  4:00 p.m.       

Sunday         February 26 
  8:00 a.m.       
10:30 a.m.     In memory of  Roy Howe 
                     (req. by wife, Sheila) 

STEWARDSHIP  C E L E B R A T I N G    L I T U R G Y  

    HEALING PRAYER REQUESTS  
 

Please keep the following people in prayer for Godôs love to fill their 
hearts with peace and comfort:    
 

Gloria Brennan, Arlene Morin, Angela Byrd, Muriel Carlson, 
Rose Marie Neville, Barbara Ward,  Theresa Fort, Flo Marino, 
Logan Caruso, Colin Mercuriano, Michael Ignaccio, Erin Hughes, 
Michael Ricci, Michael Catone, Elaine Sullivan, Fran Culver, 
Velma Ciquera,  John Santopietro, Iva Thomas, Marika Perokos, 
Helen Daniels, Amy Gabriel 
 

Names submitted for the Prayers of the Faithful will be announced at 
Mass for one month and then they will be placed on our Healing 
Prayer Requests in the bulletin. If you wish to add or remove a name 
from our prayer list, please call the rectory at 203-879-4608 or email 
smariagoretti@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Our Gifts of  Love 
Week ending  2-12-12 

 
 

Weekly     $4,071   
Loose Money         $99          
Total      $4,170   
           

Less: 
   Cathedraticum 5.5%      $229        
   School Tax 5.5%       $229                     
         

Net Collection   $3,712 
Maintenance Fund    $979     
           

          

Childrenôs        $97    
                                   

Thank you for your kind generosity 
and for honoring God each week with 
your gifts! 

 DID YOU KNOW???? 
 

Greeting cards and gifts are available in the Gift Shop for:   

 
FIRST PENANCE  FEBRUARY 25, 2012  
 

and 
 

FIRST COMMUNION  MAY 5, 2012 
 
The Gift Shop is open for 1/2 hour after Masses and week-
days from 10am-2:30pm.   

    The Sanctuary  Lamp 
Burns for the month of  

 February 

In memory of: 

     Frank Cipollone 

Requested by:  wife, Rose 

MEETINGS 

 

Tuesday, February 21: 

 

7:00 pm-Knights of Columbus 

(4th Degree) - SMG Rectory 

Basement 

 
 

THE COURAGE TO HOPE: FINDING GOD IN ALL THINGS.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ !ǇǊƛƭ мо
-15 at the Holy Family Retreat Center in West Hartford.  Having the 
courage to hope means we overcome our fears and are willing to 
stand up for what is right in the sight of God, even if it means ac-
cepting rejection.  The gift of fortitude, another name for courage, 
allows us the strength of mind that is required in both doing good 
and facing suffering or evil.  Come to Holy Family this year to experi-
ence what it means to find God in all things, even in the midst of 
doubt.  A retreat can give us just the right tools to make that discov-
ŜǊȅΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  
The Courage to Hope: Finding God in All Things is about faith in the 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ άǎǘǳŦŦέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 
 

Information and registration forms are available online at 
www.holyfamilyretreat.org.  Or contact Nick Pettinico (phone: 203-
879-1966; e-mail: nicholaspettinico@sbcglobal.net) or Steve Chabot 
(phone: 203-879-5104; e-mail: spchabot@hotmail.com). 

Stations of the Cross 
 
Come and take a guided Scriptural 
journey from Jesusõ trial to his bur-
ial.  
 
 Beginning Feb. 24th at 6pm with 
soup suppers hosted by our Faith 

Formation Students, followed by the Stations at 7pm.   

! ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜƛƎƘ ƘƛƳ ŘƻǿƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ 
word makes him joyful.        Proverbs 12:25 

http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org
mailto:nicholaspettinico@sbcglobal.net
mailto:spchabot@hotmail.com


Calling all Catholic Mené 

Join us and make a Differenceé 

in your Church, and in your Community 

To learn more, call Roland Dupre (203) 879-3051 

Or Stephen P. Fredericksen (203) 841-6084 

Or ask any Wolcott K of C Member 
Visit us online at www.wolcottkofc.org 

 

Please let 
our bulletin  
sponsors 
know you 
saw their 
ad in the 
 St. Maria 

Goretti  
bulletin! 

 
 

DellaVecchia  
Funeral 

Home  
 
 

690 WOODTICK ROAD           
WOLCOTT, CT 06716   

(203) 879 -2246  

 

 
 

The number of families we now 
serve has increased.  If you 
have never before helped the 
Circle of Hands, perhaps you 
might consider it as part of your 
Lenten practice.  We are in 
need of canned chicken and 
tuna, peanut butter and jelly, 
and pancake mix/syrup.  
Thank you so much for your 
generosity. 

CIRCLE OF  HANDS              

 

 

Easter Childrenôs Choir ~ 8:00 a.m. Mass ~ Sunday, April 8 
 

Each year since our parish began, children have joined at 8am 
Mass to celebrate the joy of Easter, the most important feast of the 
Christian church. Attending the early Mass will provide families the 
rest of the day to prepare for company or to travel to relatives. 
 

Practices will be held immediately after the 10:30 Mass on 
March 4, 11, 18 and 25. 
 

Easter is Sunday, April 8. Please cooperate by encouraging the children to sing and 
then providing transportation to the rehearsals 
Thank you, 
 

Mrs. Judy Ball, Organist 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 
 

Please join us for a 6 week study on 
the Gospel of Luke, presented by 
Mr. Steven Wood, a parishioner 
and graduate of the Catholic Bibli-
cal School.  This 6 week study be-
gins on Tuesday, March 6th and 
continues each Tuesday with the 
final class on April 10.  All classes 
will take place from 7-8:30pm in 
the Good Shepherd Room in our 
Parish Center.  Please call the rec-
tory office at 203-879-4608 to reg-
ister, which will ensure enough 
copies of study notes for each par-
ticipant.  Thank you! 



 

We wish to extend our sincere 
appreciation to our 
bulletin sponsors !!! 

 
ADVANCED DERMATOLOGY CENTER  P.C.  

464 Wolcott Road, Wolcott, CT 879-6171 
RONALD S. JURZYK, MD, FAAD  

DAVID SUHOCKI, PA -C 
 

FIND COMPLETE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR TROUBLED SKIN 

Skin Care & Facial Services Available by: Carol Jurzyk, Clinical Aesthetician 

 
Photography  

 

Picard 
 

 

203-879-3356 

by 

 

Woodtick Memorial  

    Serving the Community 

with  

    Personal & Professional 

Care  

 

~Insured Pre-Arrangement Program 
~Celebration of Life Services 
~Chapel on Premises 
~Cremation Specialists 
  
Sharon L. Frigon          Amy L. Cassidy 
 

420 Woodtick Road, Wolcott, CT 
06716 

www.woodtickmemorial.com        

$2.00 Off Any Large Pizza  

Five Guys Flippinô Pies 

  690 Wolcott Road 

203 879-5489 

 
 

With this coupon  

Pickups only 

 

Thank our  
advertisers in  

person.   
When you use 
their services,  
let them know 

you saw their ad 
in our  

bulletin.  Venezianoôs Catering 
 

(203) 879 -4477  
(203) 232 -2198  

www.venezianoscatering.com  

D.P. Video Productions  
P.O. Box 784 ~ Bristol, CT 06011-0784 

Weddings ~ Anniversaries ~ Photo Montages 

David Pinto 
www.dpvideoproductions.com          860-582-7808 

ñBringing Your Memories to Life on Videoò 

Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
  

Gift Shop:  Hours are:  M-W 10-4; Th-Sat 10-9 

5 Carriage Hill Drive  -  Wolcott, CT  06716       

Tel. 203-879-6330       Fax 203-879-5920 

Email:  gdshep620@sbcglobal.net  

You 

are 

most 

welcome! 

 

 


